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vo sidered: one of, ‘the’ best, ‘Operations’ 
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# ever formed by. Western intelligence: A 


behind the Iron Curtain, ‘Its destruc- 
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Sf WASHINGS 22 the CIA believes. 
that one.c! it S former. agents, who! 
thas since bs come a‘leading critic: of: 
ithe agency, was “responsible. for. the: 
tbérraval to. ‘the Soviet: Union ‘of ail 
Sarge. NATO soy ring operating in Po-# 
jland, U. &. 2a-shigence ‘sources ‘say. a 
eithe, former agent,’ “Philip: ‘Agee.’ 
Favh 20 now lives and works in London, *: 
thas been ordered. deported . by, the. 
‘British. government, which ‘has re-. 
ifised to give any teasons ‘for its’ 
torder other. than cee Lawak oat 
% ek ve Law 3) aR 
£iThe entire story ‘of ie ‘Polish ring - 
and its possible link with ‘the former’ 
CIA agent is one of-the more ‘tangled, 
tin the | history of Cold War espionage’). 
yaad involves some of the. most promis 
‘nant figures in Poland. j-°".. 
issJerzy Pawlowski, a°Polish ariny of: 
(3 Hficér, and former world fencing chami-: 
tpion,; was among those arrested: and 
‘charged with - spying..: Some © other 
uneinbers of rthe. ring ‘—=* the: exact 
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stion ‘has crimped” - Western: intelli, 
9 » gerice: operations generally." 
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“3° A hearing on the deportation’ ‘order’. 
“of the former CIA‘agent is being held: 
‘in London in clased session.) <*>": 
vir Agee said. Thursday’ that; he xne . 
nothing . about:.the -Polish ‘spy. :ririg.- 

‘Gasé and that British officials refused * 
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“doubt the CiA’s ‘story 
*that “Agee ; could . have ‘exposed - the 
Sring.; “They” point’ “out, .for: ,example, 
q.that four ;years.: elapsed * : between! 
* Agee’s alleged reyélation to the. KGB: 
Yin’. 1971" and’ that “Agency’s ‘ “move: 
i against the spy ring in 1975. "Further, ' 
‘Agee had already, told his: superiors § b 
# in 1968 that he planned to resign, -So £ 
‘the CIA would hardly give him the." 
prsensitive | mission + ther 
“SPY ring’ | Jeaders \; ; 
# Not'all the-facts of ‘the Polish’case 
“are Enea: ‘but-the ‘sdurces give. this a 
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ifumnber is not known ~-"were helped Ms "account! 5 ae Ay 
an) SPOgCe eH f 
z AS ‘Agee! 4 41, ‘sa, CIAL agen 


11956 to : “1668; 0 jerating “mai 
“Latin, “América. } After::leaving™ ‘the’ 
wegency, hé became a sty ong ‘critic Lip 
., =the CTA, ‘charging , that, it hadycon-5 
ducted illegal covert operations. : 
‘His alleged cérihection. with, the’ SPY. 
g in Poland: ‘began in 1971 in Cuba’) 
? Agee “was, ‘eséarching’ ‘material,’ on? 
CIA: operations: against Cuba for ‘sex 
“in a: book and,/in‘conversations with: 
& Cuban intelligence and KGB officials, 
& # allegedly revealed; the’ existence of ai 
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‘ying £1 
Seo eae @ ain his: assign<j 
yament, for: ste’. CIA. ine '1968 “at. thei 
Olympic Games’ in Mexico. City, dur-2 
Zing which he was_to contact the Jead-r 
4 ing member of-the spy ring,. Pawlatv- 
} Ski, a’ lieutenant, colonel i in the, Polish: 
i) ‘army. -Pawlowski;. -one: of the ‘most? 
# popular’ figures: in“ ‘Poland;:: was »also 3 
sword fencing champion’ and. had 1 won. 
Jy an Olympic gold: medalin 1968. #3 és 
e2 TK June. 1975, the? KGB ‘and’ Bee 
isgounter intelligence Suddenly swooped 4 
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‘itelligence of its. gts it ogee) ! 
had a hand in‘exposing the. spy, ring.: 
itv The. now-destroyed ring” was main- . 
oly under British control, the: sources) . 
add, ‘and British intelligence officials: 
averé very upset when it was: ‘smashed, 
‘by ‘the KGB, .(Soviet- ‘secret « ‘piolice); 

;Nand Polish counterintelligence, ,. The: 
‘ - wing, involyitis 1 120 0 persons,,¥ owas: Cone; 
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down “arresting Pawuskd a more ™ 
: than’ 100 other” “persons on charges of 
i i spying, for: a- -foreion power? 
i lowski was ‘sentenced in Aprit 
7a prison term of 25 years. .¢ 
att for second add agee } 
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« A humber of other members, i) 
Fring pot. out-of the country with the: 4 
:aid of British intelligence | before. the. j 
KGB arrests..24 6) A.¢4i el 

> Western. intelligence ‘ officials be: 4 
*Yieve that the ring. was highly SUC... 
‘cessful, in. “obtaining ‘information on-, 
+, Soviet and Warsaw Pact military dis~= 
‘Positions, in Poland, plus data on res: 
‘between Poland’ va ‘Mos- 


The officials ‘add that the. RGB as 


incensed at the scope of the ring’s”| 


50 
fpactivities’ that-it’ demanded :that: all: 
i,its members’ be’ shot.. However, "Pol-: 
t ish officials refused, pointing | out that 


s members were el- | 
rither-« popular or srespected : officials , 
‘Fand that the’ execution of Pawlowski | 
pemight | cause | oe f Polish ars, Tto pes" 


Yn 1973, he published a: book ent! 
Atled “Inside , the Company:A CIA 
aDiary,” . which named many’ persons 
x who Agee said were CIA‘agents oper- | 
a Zating — overseas under. diplomatic | 
-egver. One key~ ‘CIA’ ‘operative -in 
& Latin America named. oy' Agee easd 
‘Richard Welch, who" was *assassi- 4 
pnated later, shortly after being made 4 j 
‘station chief i in Athens. | 
£\ Agee’s actions have infuriated: ca" 
Vofficials. They have publicly accused } 
fim of endangering “agens” lives and | 4 
\ privately charge that he is now work- | 
?,ng for the KGB. In reply,: Agee has |i 
charged that the CIA is conducting a 5 
“smear campaign” | and ,. vendetta - 4 
# against him because of his” exposure 
ot what he paren the, Bectey ® | : 
j.“erimes. teeta Toe CEA 
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